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have an ambulatory care program with out-
patient clinics in Corpus Christi, Laredo, 
McAllen, San Antonio, and Victoria. 

In addition to his lifelong involvement in the 
medical community, Mr. Coronado was hon-
ored as a member of the Senior Executive 
Service of the United States with three Presi-
dential Rank Awards by Presidents Ronald 
Reagan, George H. Bush, and Bill Clinton. In 
addition to these prestigious awards, Mr. 
Coronado has received the Regent’s Award in 
2002 from the American College of Health 
Care Executives, the 1995 Ray E. Brown 
Award by the Association of Military Surgeons 
in the United States, and other numerous 
awards. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to have had this 
time to recognize the wonderful dedication of 
Jose R. Coronado to the City of San Antonio 
and to the medical community of South Texas, 
and I thank you for this time. 
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MARRIAGE PROTECTION 
AMENDMENT 

SPEECH OF 

HON. TODD TIAHRT 
OF KANSAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, July 18, 2006 

Mr. TIAHRT. Mr. Speaker, I rise in strong 
support of H.J. Res. 88, the Marriage Protec-
tion Amendment offered by Representative 
MARILYN MUSGRAVE. 

The resolution reads: ‘‘Marriage in the 
United States shall consist solely of the union 
of a man and a woman. Neither this Constitu-
tion, nor the constitution of any State, shall be 
construed to require that marriage or the legal 
incidents thereof be conferred upon any union 
other than the union of a man and a woman.’’ 

This resolution is identical to the resolution 
that was voted on by the House on September 
30, 2004. Although the House received a ma-
jority vote on the previous resolution, H.J. 
Res. 106, it wasn’t enough for a constitutional 
amendment. The American people are over-
whelmingly supportive of a constitutional 
amendment that will protect traditional mar-
riage between one man and one woman. In 
fact, since the vote in 2004, 16 States have 
passed State constitutional amendments to 
protect and defend traditional marriage, includ-
ing my home State of Kansas. By an over-
whelming margin of 70–30 percent, Kansans 
passed such an amendment in April 2005. 
The American people have been heard. Now 
it is time to ensure the will of the people be 
protected by passing a constitutional amend-
ment that will define marriage as the union of 
one man and one woman. With activist judges 
overruling the will of the people time and time 
again, there is no other way than to amend 
the U.S. Constitution. 

Marriage is the foundation of our society. 
The well-being and welfare of children 

should always be our focus. Children that are 
raised in a home with a married mother and 
father consistently do better in every measure 
of well-being than their peers who come from 
divorced or step-parent, single-parent, cohab-
iting homes. When there is a breakdown in the 
family or failure to form marriages becomes 
widespread, society is harmed by a whole 
host of social pathologies from increased pov-
erty, crime, mental illness, illegal drug use to 

clinical depression, and suicide. The very best 
environment for children, our most vulnerable 
members of society, should be of the utmost 
importance. I will continue to fight for children 
and families and to defend the will of the peo-
ple of the Fourth District of Kansas. 

Next month, I will celebrate my 30th anni-
versary of marriage with my beautiful bride, 
Vicki. Our marriage has been a blessing. I 
have gained even more respect for the institu-
tion over the past 3 decades and will defend 
it against attack. 

I vote in favor of protecting traditional mar-
riage between one man and one woman today 
and I encourage my colleagues to vote for 
H.J. Res. 88. 
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RECOGNIZING ANTHONY CHARLES 
CHANDLER FOR ACHIEVING THE 
RANK OF EAGLE SCOUT 

HON. SAM GRAVES 
OF MISSOURI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I proudly pause 
to recognize Anthony Charles Chandler, a 
very special young man who has exemplified 
the finest qualities of citizenship and leader-
ship by taking an active part in the Boy Scouts 
of America, Troop 270, and in earning the 
most prestigious award of Eagle Scout. 

Anthony has been very active with his troop, 
participating in many scout activities. Over the 
many years Anthony has been involved with 
scouting, he has not only earned numerous 
merit badges, but also the respect of his fam-
ily, peers, and community. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Anthony Charles Chandler for his 
accomplishments with the Boy Scouts of 
America and for his efforts put forth in achiev-
ing the highest distinction of Eagle Scout. 
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THANK YOU, CYPRUS 

HON. JAMES P. McGOVERN 
OF MASSACHUSETTS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, July 19, 2006 

Mr. McGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, every year I 
have taken the time to remember the Black 
Anniversary of the Turkish Invasion of Cyprus. 
Thirty-two years ago, in 1974, Turkish forces 
invaded northern Cyprus and seized control of 
more than one-third of the island. In 1983, 
these illegal occupiers arbitrarily declared the 
territory to be an independent state. This so- 
called ‘‘Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus’’ 
remains to this day shunned by the inter-
national community, recognized as legitimate 
only by Turkey. 

This year, an ‘‘invasion’’ of another sort is 
taking place during this anniversary. The Re-
public of Cyprus has opened its skies, its com-
munities, and its facilities to thousands of Eu-
ropean and American evacuees fleeing the 
fighting in Lebanon. By boat, by ferry, by air-
plane these French, Italian, British, American 
and other evacuees arrive safely on Cypriot 
soil. There they find peace for the first time in 
many days as they make arrangements to re-
turn to their own homelands and family mem-
bers, anxiously awaiting their safe return. 

The Cyprus government has organized re-
ception and hospitality for all foreign nationals 
arriving at the Larnaca Port from Lebanon. 
The Cyprus government is opening up hotels, 
and providing temporary housing in schools, 
exhibition spaces and prefabricated housing 
for evacuees while they arrange the next 
stage of their journey home. I am inserting a 
July 19 ANA–MPA wire story on the hospitality 
of the Cyprus Republic for all the evacuees 
landing on their shores. 

As I see the many photos and broadcast im-
ages of evacuees from Lebanon arriving safe-
ly in Cyprus, my heart is too full to speak this 
year about the dark events of three decades 
past. I only wish to say ‘‘thank you’’ to Presi-
dent Papadopoulos and to the people of Cy-
prus, thank you for the sanctuary you are pro-
viding and serving as a critical transit point for 
these shell-shocked individuals and families. 

The island of Cyprus remains divided be-
cause of the brutality and intransigence of just 
one country, Turkey. But this anniversary the 
world has witnessed the compassionate heart 
of the only true nation of Cyprus as it has em-
braced these evacuees and helped each of 
them find their way home. 

MORE FLEE LEBANON VIA CYPRUS 
NICOSIA.—Organising the reception and 

hospitality of foreign nationals arriving in 
Larnaca from Lebanon is a coordinating 
committee set up by the Cyprus government, 
which oversees the activities of the various 
government services and other bodies in-
volved. 

There is heightened activity and traffic at 
Larnaca port as hundreds of Europeans and 
Americans arrive on boats from Beirut. 

Arrivals on Wednesday included the Nor-
wegian ship ‘‘Hual Transporter’’ with more 
than 1,100 people on board, mostly of Amer-
ican or Scandinavian origin. 

The U.S. Ambassador to Cyprus Ronald 
Schlicher said that several thousand U.S. 
citizens were expected to arrive on Cyprus, 
who would stay in hotels or—if there were 
not enough beds—in schools and an exhi-
bition space equipped with tents and prefab 
housing provided by the Cyprus government. 

Thanking Nicosia, Schlicher said that the 
Cyprus Republic had offered significant as-
sistance and that this could be a good oppor-
tunity to deepen U.S.-Cyprus cooperation. 

Later on Wednesday, the Panamanian- 
flagged ship ‘‘Oriental Queen’’ is expected to 
arrive at the port in Limassol carrying an-
other 800–900 Americans, to be followed by 
the cruise ship ‘‘Serenate’’ that will left off 
passengers that were on a scheduled cruise 
to Port Said in Egypt and then depart imme-
diately without passengers. 

The Greek ferry boat ‘‘Ierapetra’’, char-
tered by the French government, set sail for 
Beirut at dawn on Wednesday to pick up an-
other 2,000-odd people, followed by the Greek 
Navy tank-landing craft ‘‘Alcyone’’ soon 
after it arrived from Greece. 

According to an announcement by the 
Greek armed forces general staff, meanwhile, 
the tank-landing craft ‘‘Ikaria’’ was expected 
to arrive in Beirut at 14:30 on Wednesday 
afternoon. 

The foreigners arriving in Cyprus are 
mostly leaving from Larnaca airport, or 
staying at hotels until arrangements for 
their departure can be made. 

Meanwhile, during the U.S. State Depart-
ment briefing on the Lebanon evacuation ef-
forts, Assistant Secretary for Consular Af-
fairs Maura Harty expressed gratitude for 
help offered by the Cyprus Republic. 

‘‘We’re so grateful to them . . . Cypriots 
have met every helicopter and ship with 
sandwiches and water and juice. They’re just 
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